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Scope of Practice
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Current scope of practice

What must I do?

• Work autonomously in a dental team to provide the best possible 
care for your patients  

• Only perform treatments you have been educated, trained and are 
competent at

• Practice within a structured professional relationship.
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Dental team

Dentists

Dental hygienists

Dental prosthetists

Oral health therapist

Dental therapists



A team-based structured approach

• Remaining within the scope of 
your own approved education, 
training and competence.

• Practising within a structured 
professional relationship.

• You must not practise 
indepentently
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Profession Individual

Scope of practice



Key points for the revised guidelines

• The current requirement for a structured professional relationship 
does not include supervision

• Strengthen the responsibility to “know your own scope of 
practice”

• CPD may improve or broaden knowledge
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Common questions from members.

• How can I extend my scope?

• If so will MIPS cover me for an extended 
scope?

• How can I broaden my knowledge, expertise 
and competence when there are no 
programs to extend scope of practice?
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• Complete or attend CPD courses that comply with the board’s 
guidelines.

• Self-assess whether your CPD courses provide sufficient clinical 
experience for you to be able to be able to incorporate into your 
practice.

* The Board has now phased out ‘add on’ programs.
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How can I extend my scope?



Will MIPS cover me?

• Refer self assessed CPD to MIPS for assessment and confirmation 
of cover.

• MIPS requires members to hold the qualifications, training and 
experience for the healthcare provided

• Subject to confirmation of cover, MIPS assists with any claims or 
complaints with the Board 
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How can I broaden my knowledge, expertise and 
competence? 

• Completing CPD activities that:

- relate to your profession’s scope 
defined by the Board, and

- comply with the Board’s CPD 
registration standard and 
guidelines.
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Common issues with members 

• Recently graduated and undertaking complex work

• Corporate pressure to complete such work

• Corporate financial pressures – “upselling” 

• Patient pressure- I can’t afford a specialist, you do it
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Dental board code of conduct

13



Case

This is a real case published on the Dental Board website about a 
women practising out of her scope of practice

‘Dental assistant successfully prosecuted by AHPRA is convicted and 
fined’
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Key takeaways

• Understand your scope of practice

• Consider private cover.

15



Key takeaways

If you expand your individual scope, be mindful of:

• regulatory requirements ie drugs and poisons legislation

• That your professional indemnity covers additional procedures, 
and

• Board’s Code of Conduct, as that is what you will be judged 
against.
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Resources

• Visit the Dental Board of Australia website:

- Guidelines for scope of practice

- Registration standards

- Policies codes and guidelines
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Question time



Thank you


